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REVOLUTION ON THE RANGE: 
The Rise of a New Ranch in 

the American West 

by Courtney White 
“This book is a refreshing breath of pragmatic optimism….White’s 

vision of stewardship, openness to new ideas, giving as well as 
taking, and flexibility will inspire anyone who loves humanity or the 

great outdoors.” — Publishers Weekly 
 
 
 

Washington, DC (May 2008) — The newspapers are full of stories of environmental problems, 
whether it is oil, global warming or sprawling development. All too often these issues are 
marked by opposition, resentment, and anger. Now comes a story from the American West, 
where cowboys and environmentalists—two sides seemingly fated to fight—crossed enemy 
lines to work together and save the land they love. It is a lesson for anyone who hopes to 
truly solve environmental problems. 
 
Courtney White tells this story in the powerful new book, Revolution on the Range: The Rise 
of a New Ranch in the American West. It is a heartening tale of people and the West. 
 
A decade ago the West was home to a fierce dispute over cattle ranching. Few conflicts have 
stoked so much anger. Environmentalists demanded changes in policy to protect our public 
lands, rallying to the slogan “Cattle-Free by ’93!” Ranchers fought just as passionately to 
preserve their way of life, replying with “Cattle Galore by ’94!” Behind the sloganeering came 
heated accusations, lost tempers, lawsuits and eventually arson, bombs, and more.  
 
Into that conflict stepped White and some insurgent peacemakers. They found a shared love 
of the land and opposition to sprawling development. The ranchers learned new ways to graze 
cattle in harmony with nature and still turn a profit. The environmentalists learned that a 
well-managed ranch can contribute as much to nature as protected land. And they committed 
to stop fighting and start spreading their vision of the “New Ranch.”  
 
A former archaeologist and Sierra Club activist, White heralds the promise of this new 
American West where cattle and conservation can work together. He shows that the real 
conflict in the West wasn’t over ethics, but approaches.  
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In Revolution on the Range, he tells the story of: 
  
• How hostility gave way to consensus, and the people who risked so much to look beyond 

their differences to find their shared love of the American West. 
• James Ranch, which employs the science of timing, intensity, and frequency to ranch in 

harmony with wildlife. 
• What the mythical cowboys of John Wayne might think of the successful modern ranch, 

which is gentle on the cattle and runs a bed & breakfast. 
• Dan Daggett, an environmentalist, who brokers peace between the two sides by 

illustrating the need for a descriptive approach rather than a prescriptive one. 
• Sid Goodloe, who works the Carrizo Valley Ranch in New Mexico and whose goal is to make 

the operation fit the land, rather than make the land fit his operation.   
• Rick Knight, a biologist, who contends that the recreational use of public land may in fact 

not be better for the land. 
 
This is a story of compromise triumphing where conflict most often rules. Revolution on the 
Range is a heartening vision of the new American West and the people building it.  
 
Advance Praise for Revolution on the Range: 

 
“Community is the most important solution to the environmental crisis we face. But community 
has got to be more than a feel-good buzzword. When it works, it's the result of hard work and 
real attempts at understanding. This fine volume is a handbook for that kind of work.” 

 — Bill McKibben 
 
"The American public is woefully unprepared for the changes we face in every particular of 
daily life, including the way we get our food and the way we inhabit the landscape.  Courtney 
White's vision is an eloquent introduction to what the future will require of us."  

— James Howard Kunstler 
 
Courtney White is cofounder and executive director of The Quivira Coalition, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to building bridges between ranchers, conservationists, public land 
managers, scientists, and others. A former archaeologist and Sierra Club activist, White now 
devotes himself to land restoration.  
 
Island Press was established in 1984 to stimulate, shape, and communicate the ideas that are essential 
for solving environmental problems. Publishing approximately 40 books and other information tools a 
year, we use a multidisciplinary, peer-reviewed approach that brings practical solutions to complex 
challenges like climate change, the depletion of our oceans, sustainable energy and agriculture, and 
species extinction. A nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, Island Press publishes for scientists, policy 
makers, environmental practitioners, students, journalists, and the general public.  Island Press – 
Solutions that inspire change. 
 

Revolution on the Range 
By Courtney White 

An Island Press Hardcover 
Publication Date: June 10, 2008 

ISBN: 978-1-59726-174-6/ Pages: 228/ Price: $ 25.95 
Available at www.islandpress.org or www.revolutionontherange.org 

### 


