ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE

Ranching and the EFarm Bill

Oppertunities for Improvements

Tim Sullivan

e

ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE
finding the ways that work



ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE

PUblic benefits frem well-
managed rangelands

o Open space
o \Wilalife hakbitat

s \Water guality,

o \Water guantity
o Canhon seguestration

o Restoratien o ecesystem Uncliens
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Rangelanad Receives Small
Share o €Conservation Funds

EQIP CSP

B Rangeland
M All Other

M Rangeland
M All Other

90%

FY 2003 NUmbers
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Earmm! Billl epperiunities te aid
[ANCAErs

o Rewarding and prometing geod rangelanad
stewardship

o Keeping ranchland as ranchlanad

o Restoring grassiands

o Prometing cooperative consen/ation
o Jlechnicaliassistance

o New mankets/rural develepment

Farm Bill Reform
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Rangelanad Stewardship

Address reseurce Concerns:
Soll eresion
Soll stability
Appropriate fertilizer and pesticide application

Efficient irigaton off pastures; groundwater withdrawals; minimum
sireamiiows

Protect water quality: andiripanan areas

Good plant conditien

T&E species = e
Invasive Species T

Adeguate forage andiwater

Farm Bill Reform
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Rangeland health

o Soll/Site stanpility;

— Rills, bare ground,
blewoeuts, gullies

o Hydrielegic iuncuon;

— Walterfiew, plant cover,

litter
o BIotic Integnty

— Plant compesition,
preduction), INVasives

AN I
af Runga[und Henlth

Technical Reference 1734-4
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Rewarding Rangeland Stewanasnip

o Consenvation Secunty Pregram was a model for
fiuture “green payments” program

» Rewards producers for maintainingfand frther
enhancing qualiy/land managenment

* Programipaymentiormulas not favorawle for
iangeland and overall funding levels oo lew,

o jie farm suppoert payments to envirenmental
stewardship.

o Slricter fecus on perfermance.
o Suppert te help preducers Impreve ranking.

Farm Bill Reform
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Keeping Grassliand as) Grassiand

o WO main pregrams:
Grassland Resenve: Pregram,

Farmmi and Ranchland

Protection Program '
o Huge demand and need, But

Underiunded

o Expand te 3-7 million;acres

o Seme technical fixes to
address most pressing threats
and pretect nighest prierties

Farm Bill Reform
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Consevaton Resenve Program

o [Langest consenvation pregram

o New categeries ofi eligible land
aind practices;, particularly.
marginalipastureland

o [LOnger contract durations

o Gliazing transition easements

o |Viore emphasis en management
Including mid-contract

Farm Bill Reform



Top 20 Percent EBI 196-365
1 Dot = 3,000 acres

2nd 20 Percent EBI 173-195
1 Dot = 3,000 acres

3rd 20 Percent EBI 1152-172
1 Dot = 3,000 acres

4th 20 Percent EBI 1129-151
1 Dot = 3,000 acres

Last 20 Percent EBI 73-128
1 Dot = 3,000 acres

Quintiles of CRP Reenrollment
With CPA 25 Point Bonus
_____15th CRP Signup
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EQIR for rangelands

o |Viore funds for rangeland projects and ranking oy
lesSource CoNncernmn

o Viore cost-shiane el Certain projects

o |ncrease iocus el iunading| for perfernmance; net
Practices

o Address dreught resistance; Invasive Species
o Enlarge Grounadl and Surface Water Consenation

o Jechnical assistance

Farm Bill Reform



Copperatve C

s Vitlt-producer:

o \\/atershed scale

— |NVasIVe SPECIES ProjECtS,

[@amarisk
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Ennance Wildliter Halbitat

o Great puklic Interest

s Aveld andladdress
i endangered Species
N o S o conflicts through
PR N - b NTICETIVES

. = Cooperative/watershed
CORNSEnvaton prejects

o Avoldi predator conflicts

Farm Bill Reform
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New: Markets and Rural
Development
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Grewing
finished

Organic

market fer natural and grass-
Peel

Peefi preducts Increasing

market s

Nel€

Enengy preduction and use: Winad-

POWET:

Use Farm Bill'ter help ranchers explore
and expand opportunities
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Questions

o What are the key ehstacles to keeping Werking|anad
framily’ ranches in ranching that Earm Bill'could
address?

e What are the most urgent rangeland resource
ISSUES affecting ranching communities today/?

o How can the farmi bill help ranchers address these
ECOoNoeMIC BlStacles and conservation ISSUEs
Simultaneously’and help keep Werking| ranches in
[@ANCAING?

. Are there reforms; ideas other than the ones
descriped here that we should focus on?

o Are there Specific tyjpes of consenvation Incentives
that might help ranches conserve: land while
Impreving thelr betiemiline?
Farm Bill Reform



